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Preface

“Grammatical choice could be moral choice.”

“How Texas Teaches History?” by ellen Breder

Rockmore

<New York Times>, Co-Ed. 10.21.2015

"Some slaves reproted that their masters treated their
slaves kindly. To protect their investment, some slave
holders provided adequate food and clothing for their
slaves. However, severe treatment was very common,
whipping, branding and even worse tortuer were all part of
American slavery."



What kind of subject to use for a sentence?
Using passive or active voice? Whether
Indicate the agent of action in a passive
sentence?

Clear writing guidelines: Whenever possible
use human subjcts, not astract nouns; use
active verbs, not passive. "Torture was
used." Is a bad sentence because that
sentence abscures who was torturing whom.



Range of This Discussion

Teaching Grammar:. What to teach and how
to teach in a Chinese as second language
classroom?

The key Is what kind of grammar and
teaching methodology suits English-
speaking learners of Chinese. How do we
know? An error-analysis guided
contrastive analysis



Error Analysis Guided Contrastive
Study

Classical Contrastive Analysis: a simple reasoning

Traditional Error Analysis: developmental
problems and interference, shift from native

language to the target language

Our approach: error analysis from a Multi-
lingualism perspective and contrastive study of
Chinese linguistics guided by such an analysis.
Only by so doing can we have clear ideas about
what to teach and how to teach it.



Method: To select grammatical points based on Chinese
typological features and common errors made by
learners; conducting contrastive analysis of the common
errors and focusing on the causes of them; offering
explanations based on the findings of such analysis.
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“grammar Is to be seen as the codification
of socially and historically situated set of
such (communicative) regularities,
endorsed and hence fixed through
Institutions such as education and writing.”
Hopper (1987)
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Grammaticalization: grammar arises from discourse and
pragmatic motives.

grammaticality: from ungrammatical to grammatical
occurrence of individual grammatical structures: from
pragmatic pattern to grammatical pattern
diachronically: loose collocation to integrated structure
Givon ( 1979, 1894) Lehmann (1982, 1991)
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Disposal construction:
PRI T i (event)
RACMAESE 7. Cevent plus subjective)
fib g | 7. (descriptive, objective)
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. Passive voice in Chinese
Author: Feng Jicai /554"

Title: (¥R 5EZ LALERE)

Genre Type: Narrative (subjective)
Total Characters: 10,650

Sentence Type Number of
occurrences
Ba " 36
Jiang #f 2
Na & 1
Bei #% 3
Non-Syntactic Passive 3



Author: He Tian {a[ i

Title: (A EFMHTTFE )
Genre Type: Expositive (objective)
Total Characters: 7,289

Sentence Type Number of
occurrences

Ba " 0

Jiang ¥ 19

Bei fj 11

Shou 5z 6

Zao i 1
Non-Syntactic Passive 2
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—{E#AAEFS: (Hao Lin, 2004)

1. FZHhEsss —YE— 1 el G
2. EZHIEE T —halEin .
3. T2Za#s P9 7 — il
4, FZHIE G %4 1 U
5. EX2RiftilGas P 1,

These sentences could be used In both
formal and informal registers.



6. 2RI G IE4E | L.

7. i\ AT T L

8. il L &hlism —PL9% 1

These sentences are more likely used In
Informal register.

9. il FZH %4 1 L.

10. b F22H09% | —falts o

These sentences are more likely used In
formal register.




For instance: the disposal construction in Chinese,
also called “if construction”:

[Form] A" B V-R/PP
(1) B needs to be definite NP;
(2) V needs to be action verb;

(3) V needs to be followed either by a
complement, mostly directional or resultative, or
a locative PP.

It Is often used In imperative voice.




[Function] Ba Construction is used to express

(1) position-changing movement of
objects YRG IR AL IT

(2) results caused by an action 17 45 5| 3% F) &5

o

[Typical contexts] situation concerning changing
position of objects and results of an action:

E 5 R

(1) moving or cleaning room. K7

]

(Please put the bed in the middle of the room);
(2) describing the scenes of natural disasters or

accidents. EFE/HIKE 7 (Wind took down
the trees).
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